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classes and creeds, both here and abroad, as did this
Prince of Wales, and it was his wondrous enthusiasm, his
simplicity, his energy and his frank sincerity which com-
bined to make him known and loved throughout the
world.

As the first President of the British Empire Exhibi-
tion, he worked hard and successfully to assemble at
Wembley a wondrous gathering of the Empire's goods.

To help.in creating an A.I. nation, one of his last
efforts as Prince was to inaugurate the Jubilee Trust Fund,
which is to provide for the youth of the land playing
fields, gymnasia, and recreational facilities of all kinds,

On the 2oth day of January, 1936, King Edward
VIII ascended the throne in the full strength of manhood
with an experience unique in the history of Kings to
help him in his tremendous task.

He made York House his headquarters, spending his
week-ends at Fort Belvedere where, in his spare time,
he pursued the fascinating hobby of gardening, of which
he has considerable knowledge.

The only time I met him as King was at one of the
delightful fortnightly Exhibitions in the Horticultural
Hall, when I listened to his lively questioning of one
of our leading nurserymen, on the subject of rhodo-
dendron growing.

The King's first public engagement was a visit to
the British Industries Fair, his last a tour of the distressed
areas of South Wales. Then almost like a bolt from the
blue the country was overwhelmed by those days of
crisis, which culminated on December the nth in King
Edward's abdication, after a reign of less than eleven
months.

There is no need to dwell upon the poignant details
of that fateful time; they are, alas! too vividly burnt
into our memories. It was an unhappy week for the
country and the Empire; it was a week when rumour
ran riot, and the future looked dark.

The grievous sorrow at the loss of one who should